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Are you 65 years of age? 


When you reach age 65 your coverage under 
the unemployment insurance program ends. 
At age 65, you are no longer considered to be 
working in insurable employment. So you no 
longer pay UI premiums and you can’t col- 
lect regular UI or illness benefits either. 
But you may be able to get a one-time 
special benefit, even if you keep on working. 


Who can get this special benefit? 


You can get this special benefit when you’ve 
reached age 65 if you have worked in insurable 
employment for at least 20 weeks in the last 
52. If you got UI in the last 52 weeks, you 
must have worked 20 weeks since the start of 
that claim. This benefit does not come to you 
automatically. You must apply. 


When should you apply? 


If you stop working on your 6Sth birthday, 
apply right away. Your employer must issue 
your Record of Employment within five days 
of your birthday. 

If you keep on working, you are still 
insurable until the beginning of the month 
following your birthday. Your employer must 
issue your Record of Employment within five 
days of the beginning of that month. 

In either case, don’t wait too long to apply 
or you may not have the 20 weeks of insurable 
employment needed to qualify. 


How much is the special benefit? 


It’s a lump sum equal to three times the week- 
ly payment you would get if you were on 
regular UI claim. The weekly payment is 60 
per cent of your average weekly insurable ear- 


Remember, you may be eligible 
for a special benefit from UI. 


nings for the last 20 weeks you worked and 
paid UI premiums. 

For example, a worker applies for the 
special benefit. Her total insurable earnings 
during the last 20 weeks were $4,000, an 
average of $200 a week. Her weekly benefit 
would be $120 (60 per cent of $200). Her 
special benefit would be $360 (three times 
$120). The only deduction is for income tax. 


How do you apply? 


All you have to do is fill in an application for 
benefit. You can get this form at your local 
Canada Employment Centre (CEC). 
Remember to write your Social Insurance 
Number in the space provided. This lets UI 
identify your claim. If you don’t have your 
Record(s) of Employment, explain why on the 
form. But don’t wait to mail your application. 
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If you have problems getting your Record(s) 
of Employment from your employer, UI can 
help you. 

Don’t forget to sign and date the form 
before taking or mailing it to your local CEC. 


Are you already getting UI benefits? 


If you are getting regular or illness benefits 
when you turn 65, they will stop at the begin- 
ning of the month after your 65th birthday. 
If you have received three weeks’ benefits or 
more, you will not get the special benefit. If 
you received benefits for less than three 
weeks, UI will continue to pay you until you 
get a total equal to at least three weeks of 
benefits. 


Are you still working? 


Your employer must not deduct UI premiums 
from your pay from the beginning of the 
month following your 65th birthday. If the 


Your employer must not deduct 
UI premiums from your pay after age 65. 
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deductions continue, tell your employer about 
it. They should stop. You can claim any such 
deductions back on your income tax return for 
that year. 

Remember from age 65 you don’t pay UI 
premiums and you can’t collect regular or 
other type of benefits. If you have any ques- 
tions about the special age 65 benefit that we 
haven’t answered in this brochure, write or 
visit your local CEC. 


Your rights under the Privacy Act 


Under the Privacy Act, you have the right, on 
written request, to have access to records held 
by the federal government that contain per- 
sonal information about you. You also have 
the right to request correction to that infor- 
mation and have notations made to your file 
if a request for correction has not been 
accepted. 

To find out more about your rights and the 
uses of your unemployment insurance, 
employment and immigration records, consult 
the Personal Information Index. Copies of the 
Index are available for public reference at 
municipal libraries and at selected Canada 
Post Office. 
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